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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 01253 141141Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO 
FMC-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 SAL-01 CG-00 DLOS-06 OES-06 
ST-01 AID-05 FRB-01 USLA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
SP-02 CIEP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 NSC-05 SS-15 
STR-04 CEA-01 AGRE-00 FEA-01 INT-05 PM-04 H-02 L-03 
PA-02 PRS-01 /126W 

141302Z 032670/46 

R 141040Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7283 
INFO AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 

UNCLAS JIDDA 1253 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, SA 

SUB J : SAG ANNOUNCES END OF RED SEA PORT CONGESTION 

1 . THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE "ARAB NEWS" REPORTED FEB 13 
THAT THE DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF PORTS HAS ANNOUNCED 
THE END OF ALL GOODS CONGESTION IN SAUDI ARABIAN 

RED SEA PORTS. THE ARTICLE ALSO STATED THAT MERCHANTS 
WERE INSTRUCTED "NOT TO PAY ANY SURCHARGE ON FREIGHT 
TO SAUDI ARABIA. NO MATTER HOW SMALL." 

2. THERE ARE NOW ONLY ABOUT 25 SHIPS IN JIDDA HARBOR. 

EASED CONGESTION IS RESULT OF SEVERAL FACTORS: IN- 
CREASED USE OF FOREIGN PORTS AS FAR AWAY AS SYRIA WITH 
OVERLAND TRANSSHIPMENT; OVERLAND SHIPMENTS FROM 
EUROPE HAVE INCREASED; SUCCESS OF LST AND BARGE OPERA- 
TIONS WHICH OFFLOAD ESTIMATED 12,000 TONS DAILY AT 
JIDDA; HELICOPTER OPERATION HAS REACHED 3,000 TONS 
DAILY FOR PAST WEEK; OPENING OF NEW TEMPORARY PORT 
NORTH OF JIDDA DESALINATION PLANT; RECENTLY 
ESTABLISHED FOS, FRANCE - YENBO RORO OPERATION 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 JIDDA 01253 141141Z 

ESPECIALLY FOR VEHICLES; RESTRICTION ON OLDER 
SHIPS OFFLOADING IN JIDDA; AND STRICT OPERATION OF 
THE PORT WHEREBY GOODS UNCLEARED IN FIFTEEN 
DAYS ARE SOLD AT AUCTION, PLUS SEVEN-DAY FULL 
OPERATION. 

3. LOCAL SHIPPING AGENTS STATE THAT ONLY 
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SHIPPING CONFERENCES CAN MAKE SURCHARGE DECISIONS 
BUT THAT THIS MOVE BY SAUDI PORTS AUTHORITY WILL 
IN ALL LIKELIHOOD BE IMPLEMENTED BY CONFERENCES 
BECAUSE OF CURRENT SITUATION. 

PORTER 
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